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WHITE OAK PASTURES
ENDURING COMMITMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY OF OUR FARM

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT, CONSERVATION USAGE, & INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT PLAN

THE MOST CRITICAL COMPONENT OF OUR PROGRAM IS THE
ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF PERMANENT PERENNIAL SOD, WITH
MIXED HARDWOOD AND PINE WOODLANDS, ON EVERY ACRE OF LAND THAT
WE OWN. [1000 ACRES]. WE HAVE ELIMINATED THE NEED FOR
MANUFACTURED FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDES. CATTLE AND SHEEP
GRAZE THESE LANDS.

OUR FAMILY HAS LIVED ON, AND MADE OUR LIVING ON, THIS SAME FARM
FOR 143 YEARS. THE STEWARDSHIP OF THIS FARM IS A CORE VALUE THAT
HAS BEEN PASSED DOWN THROUGH 5 GENERATIONS OF THE HARRIS
FAMILY.

¢ OUR FARM IS THE LARGEST CERTIFIED ORGANIC FARM IN GEORGIA. OUR
CERTIFICATION IS THROUGH THE GEORGIA CROP IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION’S ORGANIC CERTIFICATION PROGRAM.

e SOIL EROSION IS CONTROLLED BY ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING
PERMANENT SOD ON ALL OPEN LAND. OUR WATER QUALITY IS EXCELLENT.

¢ CONCRETE TANKS FOR WELL WATER ARE PROVIDED TO OUR CATTLE IN ALL
OF OUR PASTURES. DUG WADING PONDS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE IN EVERY
PASTURE FOR RESPITE. THESE PONDS DO NOT DISCHARGE INTO STREAMS.
CATTLE ARE FENCED OFF FROM ACCESS TO STREAMS AND RIPARIAN ZONES.

¢ WE CONTINUE TO PLANT 500 WHITE OAK TREES EACH YEAR TO ENHANCE
WILDLIFE HABITAT, SHELTER AND SHADE FOR LIVESTOCK, AND FOR
AESTHETIC BENEFIT.

e WE UTILIZE INTENSIVE ROTATIONAL GRAZING PRACTICES TO PROMOTE
GRASS QUALITY, SOIL HEALTH, EVEN OUT MANURE DISTRIBUTION, AND FOR
INSECT MANAGEMENT. THE MAXIMUM LEVEL CARBON SEQUESTRATION IN
THE SOIL IS ACHIEVED THROUGH ROTATIONAL GRAZING.



WE FOSTER THE POPULATIONS OF DUNG BEETLES AND OTHER BENEFICIAL
INSECTS BY NOT USING PESTICIDES. THESE BENEFICIAL CREATURES
AUGMENT MANURE BREAKDOWN MAKING NUTRIENTS AVAILABLE TO
GROWING PLANTS MORE QUICKLY, AERATE THE SOIL, AND HELP WITH FLY
CONTROL.

EVERY ACRE OF OUR PERMANENT SOD IS OVERSEEDED EACH WINTER WITH
RYE, RYEGRASS, AND CLOVER TO CAPTURE SOIL NITROGEN THAT IS
RELEASED IN THE DORMANT SEASON OF PERENNIAL GRASS. DEGRADING
RYEGRASS ROOTS HELP TO AERATE SOIL.

CLOVER IS OVERSEEDED ON EVERY ACRE EACH YEAR TO FIX NITROGEN.

A SHEEP HERD IS UTILIZED IN OUR ROTATIONAL GRAZING PROGRAM TO
CONTROL UNDESIRABLE WEEDS AND TO KEEP PERENNIAL GRASS TENDER.

MOWING IS USED TO CONTROL ARMY WORM INFESTATIONS.

OUR USDA INSPECTED ON-FARM PROCESSING PLANT IS A ZERO WASTE
FACILITY. GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SAID, “IN NATURE THERE IS NO
WASTE”. WE HAVE FASHIONED OUR PLANT ON THIS PRINCIPAL.

WE PURCHASED AN AEROBIC/ANAEROBIC DIGESTER THAT TURNS WASTE
EVISCERATE INTO OUR LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILIZER.

BONES ARE STOCKPILED AND GROUND TO BE UTILIZED AS A SOIL
AMENDMENT.

WE INSTALLED A 30,000 GALLON SEPTIC SYSTEM TO CAPTURE AND UTILIZE
WASHOUT WATER AND NUTRIENTS THROUGH A WASTE WATER LAND
APPLICATION IRRIGATION SYSTEM.

WE ARE PRESENTLY INSTALLING A SOLAR HOT WATER HEATER TO PROVIDE
HOT WATER FOR OUR ON-FARM PROCESSING PLANT.

WE CATCH RAIN RUNOFF IN A SERIES OF GUTTERED RAIN BARRELS.

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR FARM IS NOT NEW TO US AND IT IS NOT A PASSING
FANCY. IT IS A LIFE STYLE DECISION THAT WE HAVE MADE AND
CONTINUALLY STRIVE TO IMPROVE. THIS IS, HAS BEEN, AND WILL ALWAYS
BE A WORK IN PROGRESS.

THE HARRIS FAMILY
WHITE OAK PASTURES
BLUFFTON, GA

White Oak Pastures is a family farm that works in cooperation with nature to
produce premium quality beef that is healthy, nutritious, and good to eat. Care is
taken to ensure that all of our production practices are economically practical,
ecologically sustainable, and that the animals are always humanely treated. We never
falter in our determination to conduct our business in an honorable manner.




